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Two Penn-Delco Teachers Receive Best Teacher Under the Sun Awards  

 

ASTON, PA:  Pennell Elementary School Reading Specialist, Mrs. Karen Wells and Sun Valley English 

Teacher, Mr. Matthew Morris were both selected as a Sun East Federal Credit Union’s “Best Teacher 

Under the Sun” for the 2013-2014 school year.  Mrs. Wells was nominated by Pennell Principal Mr. 

Shawn Dutkiewicz for her outstanding achievements and exemplary efforts to encourage a literature-rich 

environment at the school. Mr. Morris was nominated by Sun Valley Assistant Principal, Mrs. Amy 

Jenkins for his exceptional leadership and his ability to motivate his students to succeed. 

 

Representatives from Sun East Federal Credit Union visited Pennell Elementary and Sun Valley High 

School on May 28 to surprise Mrs. Wells and Mr. Morris with the award during the school day.  Each 

recipient was presented with a plaque and $500 from Sun East Federal Credit Union.  Both Pennell 

Elementary and Sun Valley High School also received $500 in honor of their recognition.  Superintendent 

Dr. George Steinhoff was on hand to acknowledge Mrs. Wells’ and Mr. Morris’ dedication to the district 

as exceptional and innovative educators.   

 

Mr. Morris has been a leader in the English department 

for 9 years. During his years at Sun Valley, he has spent 

countless hours assisting students with college essays, 

serving as a Cappies mentor and advisor, working on the 

1:1 steering committee, and being involved with the 

Valley’s quest to show PRIDE.  As an AP teacher, he 

has helped raise Sun Valley’s AP scores and bolster the 

enrollment for the 12
th
 grade AP course. 

 

With the 1:1 launch at Sun Valley this year, Mr. Morris took on the role of a technology integrator. He 

works with teachers to incorporate best practices of technology integration in the classroom.  Since his 

time as a technology integrator, Sun Valley’s technology integration can be seen improving on a daily 



basis.  Additionally, Mr. Morris is consistently updating curriculum with new and innovative concepts. 

The work that he puts into curriculum writing carries over to all grades at Sun Valley.  

 

“When you walk down the hall, Mr. Morris is always up and moving around the classroom, assisting 

students,” stated Amy Jenkins, Sun Valley Assistant Principal.  “There is hardly a period of time when a 

student is not in room C76 looking for advice on a writing project or asking for an opinion.  Mr. Morris 

has been a benefit to all the faculty, staff and students at Sun Valley. He is the guide on the side that is 

constantly pushing students to achieve. Matt knows what it takes to be successful and he is always 

assisting our students so they are successful at the Sun Valley and in life.” 

 

Mrs. Wells was nominated for her relentless work 

with her Language for Literacy project at Pennell 

Elementary School. She has implemented several 

new initiatives to transform Pennell into a 

literature-rich environment that is positively 

affecting the entire school community.  Mrs. Wells 

has accomplished this through use of visible 

content amongst the school building, staff 

participation, parent training opportunities, and 

authentic learning projects. With the help of her co-workers, Mrs. Wells has implemented a parent 

training program for promoting literature through story time, a parent/child book club that encourages 

families to read a chapter book and share their experience, and many other exciting literature based 

initiatives.  

 

“Mrs. Wells is a true and sincere educator who puts our students and school climate first,” said Mr. 

Shawn Dutkiewicz, Pennell Principal.  “From creating a literature-rich environment, to facilitating 

motivational projects and parent trainings, Mrs. Wells is making a huge impact on our school community.  

She has implemented these ideas on her own time and has not requested any additional compensation or 

recognition.  In my opinion, it is her efforts and desire to see our students and community develop a 

genuine love of reading that sets her apart and makes her the best teacher under the sun.” 
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